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People told Lucy Yu it was a crazy time to open a bookstore in Chinatown. It was early 2021,
and the pandemic had devastated! the neighborhood, forcing dozens of stores and
restaurants to close. The rise of anti-Asian hate crimes had shaken residents and local
business owners.

wiBut Ms. Yu believed that a bookstore was iust what the neighborhood needed.

She raised around $20,000 on GoFundMe, enough to rent a narrow storefront — a former
funeral supply store — on Mulberry Street in downtown Manhattan. A neighborhood grant
gave her $2,000 for shelves and books. And in December, she opened Yu and Me Books,
which specializes in titles by and about immigrants and people of color.

The store was profitable within four months, Ms. Yu said.

Yu and Me Books is one of more than 300 new independent bookstores that have
sprouted? across the United States in the past couple of years, in a surprising and welcome
revival after an early pandemic slump. And as the number of stores has grown, the book
selling business — ftraditionally overwhelmingly white — has also become much more
diverse,

“People were hungry for a place focused on Asian American and immigrant stories,” said
Ms. Yu, 27, who worked as a chemical engineer and supply chain manager before opening the
store. “That’s something | was always searching for when [ went to bookstores, and I wanted
people to come here and not have to search.”

Two years ago, the future of independent book selling looked bleaks, As the coronavirus
forced retailers? to shut down, hundreds of small booksellers around the United States
seemed doomedS. Bookstore sales fell nearly 30 percent in 2020, U.S. Census Bureau$ data
showed. The publishing industry was braced? for a blow to its retail ecosystems$, one that
couid permanently reshape the way readers discover and buy books.

@instead, something unexpected happened: Small booksellers not only survived the

pandemic, but many are thriving.
“It’s kind of shocking when you think about what dire straits® the stores were in in 2020,”

said Allison Hill, the chief executive of the American Booksellers Association, a trade
organization for independent bookstores, “We saw a rallyl© like we've never seen before.”

The association now has 2,023 member stores in 2,561 locations, up from 1,689 in early
July of 2020, Some of the growth reflects the renewal of memberships by existing stores that
put off doing it last year amid the uncertainly caused by the pandemic. But there has also
been a sharp and sustained rise in new bookshops, and more than 200 additional stores are
preparing to open in the next year or two, Ms. Hill said.

Many stores have also seen a bump in profits. In a survey of booksellers earlier this year,
the association found that some 80 percent of respondents said they saw higher sales in 2021
than in 2020, and nearly 70 percent said their sales last year were higher than 2019, Ms. Hill
said.

(The New York Times DiHEICL 3)
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As dawn broke in central Paris on Wednesday, a throng of 500 people, mostly French, stood
with uncharacteristic patience in a snaking line, intent on buying a decidedly un-French
confectionl: an American doughnut. A hot, glazed Krispy Kreme? doughnut, to be exact.,

It was the grand opening of the chain in France, and patrons - dozens of whom had
camped out overnight — waitched through a giant window as a conveyor belt ferried fried
dough toward a waterfall of sugary frosting. When the doors opened, they swarmed? inside,
ordering doughnuts by the dozen to take out, or noshing* at bistro tables in a cafe-style
setting.

“The French love American products, and there’s a hype® around American food chains,”
said Amir Boudokhane, 25, a project manager at a medical clinic, as he waited to get in. A
Krispy Kreme ad had popped up on his Instagram feed, and he rushed to get there before
work. @“I'll be late,” he said with a smile. “But at least I'll have doughnuts for mv coli

The sight of French people flocking to American fare might have seemed surrealt a
generation ago in a country that loves its Michelin-starred? restaurants, three-hour dinners
and iconic baguette. But today, the world’s gastronomic® capital happens to be one of the
biggest markets in Europe for major American fast-food chains, as evolving consumer habits,
influenced by a more casual younger generation and social media, reshape the dining
landscape.

In the spring, Popeye’s fried chicken drew huge crowds in Paris when it opened the first of
350 restaurants planned across France, Wendy’s has announced plans to set up shop in
France. Burger King, KFC, Starbucks, Domino’s Pizza, Chipotle, Steak ‘n Shake, Carl’s Jr.
and Five Guys have long had toeholds?, but they are rapidly expanding their footprints with
plans for hundreds of new locations across the country.

Leading the pack is McDonald’s. After the United States, France is the chain’s most
profitable country, with more than 6 billion euros ($6.5 billion} in sales from over 1,500
restaurants in 2022. France is also the second-biggest market for Burger King, with €1.2
hillion in revenuel!? last year.

“France is an 1 Dorado for American fast-food brands,” said Xavier Expilly, a consultant
who helped oversee the French openings of Burger King, Five Guys and others. “Habits are
shifting — people are eating faster than before, and they want a different experience,” he

noted. @“The American chains know how to respond to that need perfectly.”
{The New York Times DRHEICLS)
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Chisa Karato is a restauranteur in Rwanda, but she didn’t start out as a foodie. Rather,
her first love was English. “When I started studying English in my first year of junior
high, I was immediately enthralled, and for the next six years I listened to NHK Radio’s
English Conversation. 1 liked the phonetics of English and thought how wonderful it
would be if those sounds came out of my mouth,” recalls Karato.

It stands to reason that Karato set her sights on studying abroad and made that
happen in her senior year at Waseda University. She took a year off and went to
Vancouver as a trainee in an interpretation and translation school.

“The school made us work so hard. We were told that English fluency wasn’t enough,
and that we needed to develop our fields of expertise to make it as professionals.” One
day, Karato couldn’t transcribe a certain dialogue from the TV series Friends and turned
her paper in with that section blank. Her teacher said to her: “Would you hand in a blank
sheet of paper to a client? That's not an option as a professional.”

Until then, Karato had always enjoyed studying English, but in this school she had
hit a wall. “I wasn’t enjoying the experience and thought about quitting, but I learned
there are no shortcuts. I had to climb that wall and come down the other side.”

She prevailed, and gained solid communication skills and a can-do mindset that aids
her to this day.

Back in Japan, Karato went on to gain formal employment at the human resources
company Recruit, before getting married and having a baby. The big shift came in 2014,
when, as a single mother, she took her son to visit friends in Rwanda. “I was surprised
by the balmy skies and great weather. And the country has ample resources to bring up
kids and outsource household chores.” Karato also felt that being a single mother there
didn’t have the same stigma or pressures it did in Japan. “I thought that bringing up my
son in Rwanda could be a great experience for him and for myself.”

Now in Year Seven as the owner of an Asian food restaurant with a 40% Western, 30%
Asian, 30% African clientele, Karato continues to immerse herself in the discoveries and

adventures of running a business in Africa. “English is the common language but it’s not



what you'd call native or perfect English. People speak with all sorts of accents and all
kinds of sentence structures. As for the pronunciation, locals seem to find katakana
English easier to understand than North American English.” For Karato, real life and

learning seem to go hand in hand.

(The Japan Times alpha DILHIC L 3)
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