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Australia has passed a law that aims to prevent people younger than 16 from using social
media._The law is meant to protect young people, but some people say it could create more
problems than it solves. The law will go into effect in a year. Starting in January, Australia
will test ways to carry out the law,

Under the new law, social media companies like Meta (which owns Facebook and
Instagram) and TikTok must take “reasonable steps” to prevent anyone under 16 from
creating an account. If the companies do not follow the law, they could be fined up to US
$32 million. The law doesn’t affect all social media. YouTube is not included because it’s
often used in schools.

Last Thursday, Australia’s senate passed the Social Media Minimum Age bill, 34 votes
to 19. Australia’s Prime Minister, Anthony Albanese, strongly supports the new law. He says
it may not be perfect, but that it is needed to protect young people from the negative effects
of social media.

Most people in Australia seem to agree. Recent polls show that 77% of people in
Australia are in favor of the law. People are worried about how social media can hurt young
people’s mental health, Many people have heard stories about young people who have been
bullied online and later hurt themselves.

But not everyone agrees that the new law is a good idea. Some people believe the law
will make it harder for young people to connect with others who can support them. Others
worry that the social media ban will push young people toward less safe parts of the internet.

One of the biggest concerns is how the social media companies will figure out how old
their users are. The law says the companies must give people a way to prove their age without
sending in a government 1D, but it’s not clear how this might work. The demand that the
companies collect even more information raises worries about the privacy of young people.

() Critics say that the government rushed to make the new law, and that it hasn’t been

thought out well. The government will take the next 12 months to decide on many of the

specific rules of the new law and how they will work.

Social media companies have criticized the law. They believe the government should
have figured out how the law would work before passing it. Still, most companies say they
will try to follow the rules,

Around the world, there are serious concerns ahbout the effects of social media on young
people. In 2023, US Surgeon General Vivek Murthy said that social media should come with
a health warning.

Other countries have also taken steps to limit social media use by young people. In

France, people under 15 cannot use social media without permission from a parent.

Countries like the UK and Norway are considering similar laws. gSome US states have
passed laws limiting social media for voung people, though these laws have been challenged

in court.
(NewsForKids.net ®iEEIZ L D)
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The late-night host on Sept. 24 responded to Trump threatening a lawsuit against
ABC for bringing "Jimmy Kimmel Live!" back on the air following a controversial suspension.
Shortly before Kimmel's show returned on Sept. 23, Trump posted on Truth Social, a social
media platform owned by TMTG (Trump Media & Technology Group), that he "can't believe
ABC Fake News gave Jimmy Kimmel his job back."

“You can't believe they gave me my job back?" Kimmel fired back. "] can't believe we
gave you your job back."

The president in his Truth Social post also threatened to sue! ABC over the late-night
show, saying that Kimmel puts the network in "jeopardy?,” and "I think we're going to test
ABC out on this.” ABC News previously reached a settlement after Trump sued over
comments that anchor George Stephanopoulos made involving E. Jean Carroll, who has
accused the president of sexual assault. "Last time [ went after them, they gave me $16
Million Dollars,” Trump posted on Truth Social. "This one sounds even more lucratives.”

"Only Donald Trump would try to prove he wasn't threatening ABC by threatening ABC,"
Kimmel joked. "You almost have to feel sorry for the people who work for him, who try to
clean up the messes."

In response to Trump's claims that Kimmel was suspended due to bad ratings, the host
replied, referring to Trump’s approval rating, "He does know bad ratings. He has some of the
worst ratings any president has ever had.”

“«There are still a lot of people who think I should be pulied off the air for making fun

of Donald Trump, so [ want to explain," Kimmel told viewers. "I talk about Trump, more than

anything, because he's a bully*. I don't like bullies. I played the clarinet in high school, OK?
So I just don't like them. Donald Trump is an old fashioned, '80s movie-styie bully, taking
your lunch money, and if you give it to him once, he'll take it again.”

He added, "Rooting forS this bully, I don't care what side you're on, it's like rooting for
Biff from 'Back to the Future.' gliterally, Donald Trump was the model for Biff in ‘Back to

the Future,' and this is who people are cheering for? I don't know about you. I'm with Marty
McFly."

When Kimmel read out a portion of Trump's Truth Social post saying that the host's
audience is "gone,” a member of Kimmel's studio audience shouted, "We're right here,
Jimmy!" Kimmel playfully told the person to be quiet, quipping®, "The freedom of speech is
only for me."

Kimmel, a longtime critic of Trump who has frequently criticized the president on his
show, was suspended for almost a week after he said that the "MAGA?7 gang” was "desperately
trying to characterize” Tyler Robinson, the suspect charged with killing conservative activist
Charlie Kirk, "as anything other than one of them and doing everything they can to score

political points from it."
(USA TODAYDEHBIZL D)
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[ 3] Write a paragraph in English about your memorable journey.
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About a hundred and twenty years ago when world’s fairs were electrifying the U.S,
and Europe, Japan’s government decided to introduce visitors te Japanese culture through
arts, crafts and the charms of Japanese gardens. World War II stopped that outreach, but
after it was over Japan began laying out gardens again in sister cities as a symbol of
friendship.

Over five hundred Japanese gardens have now sprung up all over the world. The most
highly acclaimed is the Portland Japanese Garden in the U.S, state of Oregon. Professor
Takuma Tono of the Tokyo University of Agriculture designed this garden, which opened in
1967. It now spans more than twelve acres, features eight different gardens, has three
pavilions and attracts around 450,000 people a year—many of them repeat visitors.

The garden curator of the Portland Japanese Garden, Sadafumi Uchiyama, says the
allure of Japanese gardens is the chance to experience the beauty of traditional Japanese
culture while also being soothed by the surroundings.

“Humans are creations of nature, so when physically or mentally tired we feel the urge
to refresh ourselves in natural environments,” says Uchiyama. “This feeling is universal, no
matter your nationality or race. As such, Japanese gardens’ re-creations of nature, with their
trees, rocks and ponds, are attractive to many people outside of Japan.”

After a major expansion that took two years, the garden reopened in 2017. The primary
aim of the project was to make it even more appealing as a healing space.

“Gardens are meant to be serene places, but as the garden gained popularity
maintaining this quality became difficult,” Uchiyama explains. “To preserve that sense of
peace, we've added paths and benches around the garden, and built a new building with
cultural facilities and cafes to reduce the sense of crowdedness.”

Kengo Kuma, the architect behind the New National Stadium in Tokyo that will be the
primary venue for the 2020 Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic Games, designed this new
structure. Reflecting the design of traditional Japanese houses, the building blends in
harmonicusly with the Japanese garden. It has also been LEED certified for being

environmentally friendly,



Japanese gardens have proven to be charming, soothing conduits for Japanese culture
worldwide. Some, however, face maintenance issues due to inadequate budgets or a lack of
trained staff. In 2017, Japan’s Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism
responded to that situation by launching a Japanese garden overseas restoration project. The
project’s alm is to revive gardens that have fallen into disrepair so that these verdant and
tranquil spaces can once again spark interest in Japanese culture and inspire visitors to
travel to Japan.

Uchiyama is assisting the project by providing information and skilled experts. “To
ensure that Japanese gardens overseas are properly maintained, we must help staff gain the
necessary skills,” he says, “so in 2012, T and a half dozen other practitioners set up the North
American Japanese Garden Association, which provides a support network torefine technical
skills. At the Portland Japanese Garden I initiated the establishment of the International
Japanese Garden Training Center, where they teach everything from practical skills such as
garden architecture, construction and management to essential cultural traditions such as
the Japanese tea ceremony and flower arrangement.”

Whether through the government project or Uchiyama's efforts, the more properly
maintained Japanese gardens there are, the more attention these serene spots will attract.

(Highlighting Japan &Y))

E

electrify ol hxwd, BEXF3

outreach FEMPET L

acclaimed eI, SRR

curator  EHEE

allure %7

LEED Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design O#g, @)L H 1 OREMEE
% 33 % 72 0 OFRALFIEE . LEED certified (2, LEED ic X W ZRE X 1n7-

conduit  EE. 4 TR BHE

disrepair FiBE. WEiRIKEE

verdant AR O



(B
M1 HEEBRPHEOALX WO ARRED2HEHE, 200 =it 20T 200~250 FD H

KEE'G%% L 7;: & b,

M2 B CTHAERZ#IF I3 LB TEHBELTYAREAETFORLTHE T, &
BELABERERL 20BN AEEZABZ2DI0E LEbL W EBEWETH? 300
FUADOHABTCHGOE 2 F 7 &by,



BEES K &

2026 FH
Tl REERKE
MR HEBIEEER
AFHE
[wA]

(NG 30)
BERK

(1) [E#200~250F. vXABIMPBEETES &)

Iw (22T 250 %)




EEES K #

(2) [ER 300 =LA, TXBIEMBTHESTES Z &]

(Z 2T 300 %)




20264 M A ERRER R EEY i FR 50

bt T [ EEMEH /FEEMA

News for Kids

WEE | EERETK SR 1 Australia Bans Social Media Until Age 16
Copyright 2024 by NewsForKids.net.
HAY =m0 — AT VR AT 47 « D/ Ukt
WEE | AT R 2 Jimmy Kimmel fires back at Trump over threat to sue ABC: 'He’s a bully’

(¢) Brendan Morrow - USA TODAY NETWORK via Imagn Images

PRI R LB 5 BRI =

=A S A e 2y Japan’s Green Ambassadors:Japanese Gardens Overseas, Highlighting
ANGST | SRE AR JAPAN July 2018, vol. 122

https://www.gov—online.go.jp/tos/




