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Anne:  Dad, I have an idea.... ( 7 ) we throw a surprise party for Mom’s birthday
this year?

Nick: A surprise party? That sounds great! She would never ( -f ) that.

Anne: Right? She’s always doing things for us even though she is working full-
time, so I think it’s time we do something really special for her. I was
thinking we could make the ( 77 ) of it by inviting some of her closest
friends and Aunt Michelle—and the kids, too.

Nick: That’s a great idea. But it’s next weekend, so we’ll have to move fast and
plan it all secretly so she doesn’t suspect anything. Where should we have
it?

Anne: I thought about having it at home, but ( = ) that a secret might be too
hard. ( 7 ) we make a reservation at that Italian restaurant she loves—
you know, the one near my school?

Nick: Good choice. But isn’t it kind of small?

Anne: True, but they have that big garden area in the back. It’s really nice this
time of year. We could try to book it for Saturday evening. Do you think 10
to 14 people would be okay?

Nick: Yeah, that sounds about right. Let me give them a call right now.

Restaurant Staff: Hello, this is La Dolce Vita. How may I help you?

Nick: Hi, I'd like to make a reservation for a private birthday party in the
garden area on Saturday, September 2nd, in the evening.

Restaurant Staff: Let me check.... For how many people?

Nick: For 14.

Restaurant Staff: Hmm...I'm sorry sir, the evening is fully booked, but the afternoon
is still available.

Nick: Oh, I see. I think the afternoon will work. From 1:00 to 3:00. Okay, let’s do
that. Thank you!

Anne: So? What did they say?

Nick: We've got a reservation for 14 people from 1:00 to 3:00 on September 2nd.
It’s in the afternoon, but that should work ( ).

Anne: Great! Let’s get some party hats and her favorite cake.
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a. Besides the mother’s birthday, what reason do Anne and Nick give for the
party?
1. Anne is graduating from high school soon.
2.  Nick needs a break from work.
3. They want to thank the mother for her hard work.
4

They always love a party.

b. Where will Anne and Nick hold the party?
1. At the house of the mother’s closest friend.
2. At aunt Michelle’s house.
3. At the mother’s favorite restaurant.
4

At home, for the restaurant they like is fully booked.

c. What is the challenge Anne and Nick have about planning the party?
1. They had a similar party last year.
2. They don’t have much time to prepare for it.
3. The mother loves fast food actually.
4

Anne might have Saturday classes.

d. What does the restaurant staff say?
1. The garden is very beautiful this time of year.
2.  An evening party would be nice.
3. They have no tables on Saturdays in September.
4. They can hold the party if it is in the afternoon.

e. How many people will probably get together for the party?
1. Half a dozen.
2.  About a dozen.
3. Two dozen.
4. More than 15.
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Nearly 200 people in Vienna, Austria, gathered recently to enjoy two fun
activities at the same time.

They worked with needles and yarn*l. And they watched a movie together
called The Devil Wears Prada.

“It sounds a bit like a grandmother, but it’s relaxing. And...what’s wrong with
letting the grandmother in us express herself,” joked Austrian Alexander Koch. He
is a 28-year-old who crochets*2.

Knitting or crocheting while watching movies has gained popularity in Europe.
Luisa Palmer was one of the organizers of the event. Palmer said that, during the
COVID-19 pandemic, “A lot of people started knitting during the lockdown alone at
home.” Palmer launched the knitting evenings once a month at Votiv Kino, a place
to watch movies in the center of the Austrian capital.

“Now we need to find ourselves...” in real life, the 30-year-old told the French
News Agency (AFP) before-the event.

People are knitting, eating, or even breastfeeding*3 babies while watching a
movie. @This movement is the latest attempt to add different things to the movie-
watching experience, said Lisa Stolze. She is a spokesperson for Votiv Kino, the
movie house.

To avoid knitting mistakes, a soft light remains on during the movie. This also
helps to increase exchanges between the attendees*4.

Organizers based their event ( ) similar ones in the United States, Northern
Europe, Germany and France. Since launching in December of 2024, the movie
events in Vienna are usually full.

“I usually knit while watching movies or listening to podcasts at home, so movie
theaters are the perfect place for this activity,” said Kaja Vospernik. She is a 23-
year-old fashion student.

As the movie plays, ®the colorful projects take shape. The film takes a back

seat, meaning it is less important than the work of knitting or crocheting. Everyone
shows ( ) their work. Experienced knitters and crocheters help beginners learn
new skills.

“You can come alone and knit ( /) silence to relax. But if you are looking for



company, this kind of event seems to me to be the right choice,” said Judith
Haslower. She is another organizer of the event.

People attend the events for several reasons. Some say the events let them
reconnect with something real that is not on a computer. Others say they can “slow
down a little.”

Palmer said, “Doing something with your ten fingers is still more rewarding...”
than working at a computer all day.

She added that picking the right movie is also important. Palmer likes to watch
a good “cozy*5 comedy” that she has already seen. She joked that it is best to avoid
scary movies. They can make you jump causing you to lose your place in your
knitting.

(VOA Learning English DL HEIZ X 5)
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(1) Jennifer has decided to wait at the station until her boyfriend

1. comes 2. came 1. had come 2. will come
(2) Please don’t forget this letter when you go to the station next time.
1. posting 2. post 3. posted 4. to post

(3) The movie was really scary! I didn’t want to see it

the first place.

1. at 2. for 3.1in 4. on
(4) My flight has been canceled bad weather.

1. as 2. because 3. due to 4. since
(5) We play tennis all day long when we were in high school.

1. may well 2. used to 3. should 4. will
(6) The roses out late this year.

1. came 2. held 3. kept 4. went
(7)  A:What will the weather be this weekend?

B: It'll be sunny.

1. coming 2. like 3. made 4. seem
(8) A:We haven’t had anything for breakfast yet. How about coffee and

sandwiches?

B: That would be great!

1. any 2. few 3. a few 4. some
(9) A:Do you know what time the city office will close?

B: I think it’s usually open five.

1. until 2. by 3. at 4. from

7



(10) A:1bought this shirt from an online store last week, but it was too small.
B: don’t you give it to someone else?

1. What 2. Which 3. Who 4. Why
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(1) We had wanted a dog but [ cat / decided / a / on ] instead.

(2) The shortest route [ not /is / the / always ] quickest.

(3) Could you let me [ at / the report / a / take / look ] before the meeting?

(4) The music playing in the cafe reminds [ we / the / me / time / of ] first met.

(5) Since he has just moved to a new city, James [ his / way / finding / has /

trouble ] around.
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Oliver:

William:

Oliver:

William:

Oliver:

William:

Oliver:

William:

Oliver:

William:

Oliver:

William:

Oliver:

William:

Oliver:

Dad, what do you think about these jeans?

They are really cool.

I like them ( 7 ), but they are a little expensive.

How much are they?

They are $200, but they are reduced ( 7 ) $350.

$200? That’s way too much for a high school student. You can buy them
anytime after you get a job.

I know, Dad, but I was thinking maybe you could buy them for me for my
birthday?

Oh, well, yeah, I don’t really mind spending $200 for your birthday, but I
wonder ( 7 ) there might be something more useful and sensible as a
present, like a new printer for your computer or a new bicycle, don’t you
think?

I know what you mean, Dad, but sometimes we might want to have
something that is exciting ( = ) than practical. The jeans are special, so
cool, as you said. I imagine myself wearing them to the barbecue on
Saturday, and girls will go like, “wow, he’s different....”

Oh, boy, you’re young.... Ha ha, that’s funny, I was like that myself in my
teens! So, you really want them, right?

(A4)!

Will you take good care of them?

I promise!

Okay, you can have them for your birthday. You’ve also worked very hard
this semester and you deserve a reward, I admit.

Great, Dad! Let me try them on to check the size.

13
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(7) 1. atall
2. either
3. neither
4. too
(1) 1. at
2. 1in
3. from
4. to
(v) 1.  how
2. if
3. what
4. where
(=) 1. better
2. further
3. moreover
4. rather
(A4) 1.  Absolutely
2. Fine
3. Never
4. Very well
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a. Where are Oliver and William?
1. In a computer store.
2.  In abank.
3. In a clothes shop.
4

In Oliver’s room.

b. What does William say about the jeans?
1. They are cold.
2. They are economical.
3. They are small.
4

They are great.

c. What does William say about Oliver?

1. Heis foolish.

2. He can buy anything he likes now that he has a job.
3. He reminds William of his own teenage years.
4

He has been lazy this semester.

d. What does Oliver promise?

1. To study hard.

2.  Not to use the jeans in a careless way.
3. To take care of nature.
4

Not to miss his father’s birthday.

e.  What will Oliver do next after the dialogue?
1. He will put on the jeans in the fitting room.
2. He will return the jeans to the shelf.
3. He will go to the barbecue with his girlfriend.
4. He will go to buy a bicycle with his father.

19
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Research shows that acts of kindness can make us feel better and improve our
health. Researchers also say kindness played an important part in how humans
developed. In other words, they say scientific evidence suggests that we are designed
to be kind.

The Associated Press® spoke with several researchers who have studied the
subject.

One of them is Michael McCullough, a psychologist*2 at the University of
California San Diego. Kindness, he said, is as much a part of us “as our anger or our
lust*3 or our grief or as our desire for revenge.”

University of Oxford anthropologist™ Oliver Curry is the research director at
Kindlab. Kindlab is a non-profit organization. Its goal is to educate and urge people
to choose kindness.

Curry claims that “kindness is much older than religion.” He adds that “it does
seem to be universal,” meaning it is something all humans ( 1 ).

“The basic reason why people are kind,” he explained, “is that we are social
animals.”

Other research has shown that many people prize kindness over other values.

University of London psychologist Anat Bardi studies value systems in people.
In one study, researchers gave people a list of values—such as kindness, creativity,
ambition, tradition, security, seeking social justice, and seeking power. When asked
to pick the most important, kindness won.

Curry said there is another reason people want to be kind. Under the right
conditions, “we all benefit from kindness.”

When it comes to a species surviving, “kindness pays, friendliness pays,” said
Brian Hare, an anthropologist at Duke University in North Carolina. He wrote the
book “Survival of the Friendliest.”

Hare said kindness and working together can be good for many species—

whether it’s bacteria*?, flowers or bonobos*6. @He explained that the more friends

you have, and the more individuals you help, the more successful you become.

16



As an example, he compared bonobos with chimpanzees. Chimps can attack
those outside their group. Bonobos, on the other ( = ), do not kill but help outsiders.
Male bonobos, Hare added, are far more successful at mating than male chimps.

McCullough says bonobos are the exception, not the rule. ®Most animals are

only helpful to those in their close “family” groups but are not kind or helpful to

strangers. This, he adds, separates us from other species. It shows our human ability
to reason.

For example, humans realize that there is not ( /) difference between those
close to us and strangers. Strangers can help us if we are kind to them, McCullough
said. He adds that this reasoning “is the secret ingredient®?.” It is why we help
strangers in need.

But research shows that our bodies can also reward us for being kind.

University of California Riverside psychology professor Sonja Lyubomirsky has
tested this idea in many experiments over the past 20 years. She has found
repeatedly that people feel better when they are kind to others, even more so than
when they are kind to themselves.

Curry, from Oxford, examined many different studies that were similar to
Lyubomirsky’s research. He found at least 27 studies showing the same result—that
being kind makes people feel better emotionally.

But it is not just emotional. It is also physical. Lyubomirsky studied a group of
people with the disease multiple sclerosis™. She found that they felt better
physically when helping others.

(VOA Learning English Dt FIZ X 5)

(1)
“1The Associated Press: AP i#f5
*2 psychologist: LB H
3 Just: FRUVVEREE
*4 anthropologist: Xk N3
5 bacteria: /X7 7 U T, Ml
*6bonobo: A /AN (FHNIED—FiH)
“Tingredient: 3, KT
*8 multiple sclerosis: ZFEMERELIE & U D MR DI
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(1) 1. change

2. differ
3. reject
4. share
(=) 1. hand
2.  reason
3. side
4.  way
() 1. more
2. much
3. many
4. some
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(1 is no telling how long this flight delay will last. It’s already been three
hours!

1.1t 2. There 3. This 4. That

(2) Since it’s raining outside, I would prefer staying at home going out
shopping today.
1. but 2. for 3. as 4. to
(3) The concert last night was really good. We wish you there with us.
1. can go 2. could be 3. would be 4. could have been
(4) T was advised to visit the Museum of Modern Art I was in New York.
1. during 2. at 3. by 4. while
(5) Ihave a bad headache, so I don’t feel like John this morning.
1. see 2. seeing 3. having seen 4. to see
(6) This hat would well with your blue skirt.
1. go 2. come 3. deal 4. hold
(7)  A:Is Yuka joining us at the business seminar?
B: Well, I . She’s been sick all this week.
1. suppose not 2. supposed her not
3. don’t suppose her 4. doesn’t suppose her
(8) A:1think it’s better for us to leave at five in the morning.
B: No problem! up early. Would you like me to give you a wake-up call?
1. I used to getting 2. I was used to get
3. I'm used to get 4. I'm used to getting
8

20



(90 A: Even though I have been here in Japan for a long time, I still don’t
like umeboshi.
B:

1. As well I 2. Me so 3. Neither do I 4. Neither can I
(10) A: Why didn’t he get the job?

B: Well, because he didn’t one of the requirements for the position.

1. think 2. meet 3. take 4. work

21
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(1) It was announced that the meeting between the two [ canceled / would /

leaders / be ].

(2) If [ heart / your / you / keep | open, you’ll find happiness everywhere.

(3) Life [ playground / like / big / is / a |, full of fun and surprises.

(4) You never get [ you / when / something / try / bored | new.

(5) I[find/up/ woke/to/ myself]in the hospital.

10
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